What’s In My Closet?

Adornment for God’s Daughters

In the book of Ezekiel, God paints a picture of the renewal of Israel.  Although it is a description of what God had planned for the Israelites in captivity in Babylon, it is a beautiful picture that applies to our salvation as well:

Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. Ezekiel 36:25-27
When we turn in repentance and put our trust in God, our faith is credited to us as righteousness.  That act changes everything – in our lives now and eternally.  The Apostle Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:17:

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

What woman who, upon losing a good deal of weight, would not be thrilled to go shopping for a new wardrobe?  For those of us who have shed the weight of sin, what kind of a new wardrobe does God have in store for us? 

First of all, we should consider what we should expect to see when we look in the mirror.  If we are truly new creations, we should expect to see ourselves in the way that God views us:

And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.  Colossians 1:21-23
Take a minute to think that through.  Are you convinced that God views you as holy, blameless, and without reproach?  Or do you picture God still cringing at your past sins and current sinfulness?  Don’t devalue Jesus’ work on the cross by assuming that it was not enough.  It was. Don’t diminish it by trying to work to earn it.  You can’t.

Although our standing with God has been transformed through the power of Christ’s blood, being reborn does not completely empty out the old bad stuff.  As a response to God’s gifts of repentance and faith, He asks us to do some cleaning:

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

This is a lifelong process that probably has its most action right after women commit themselves to the Lord, but continue in introspection, with a desire to purge all filthiness from your life.  Colossians 3:5-8, Galatians 5:19-20, and Romans 1:21-32 have extensive lists of behaviors and character traits that should not have a part in the life of a godly woman.  

Well then, what to wear?  Most of the verses that we will be looking at will apply to the “clothing” of our hearts and spirit, but there are a couple that deal with what we actually put on.

I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works. 1 Timothy 2:8-9
While the women are at worship services, Paul instructs them not to wear fancy clothes that would draw attention to them and away from God.  You don’t need to throw away your pearls, but you do need to make sure they aren’t accorded undue worth in your eyes.

Our culture, spurred on by the media, places high value on celebrity.  Most of our celebrities draw their allure from physical good looks and fashionable attire.  Paul is cautioning us that as Christian women, our adornment is not what should define us.  When others look at us, they should see an outpouring of Christ’s love that manifests itself in good works.  

Take a moment to reflect on this.  What do you think people see when they look at you?  Are your time, energy, and money being devoted to your clothing in order to impress people and draw attention to yourself through your appearance?  Do people see your good works as a reflection of Christ’s glory?  There is no sin in taking time to make yourself look nice or in enjoying fun and fashionable clothing.  However, you should take stock and make sure your motivations are not misguided.  As God tells us in Proverbs 31:30-31:

Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 
       but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

Give her the reward she has earned, 
       and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.
Are you discouraged now?  Please don’t be.  A guilt-induced rush to join every ministry available at church is not the good works about which we have been talking.  If this is an area where you want to grow, commit prayer time to it.  Not one quick prayer right now, but continuous prayer over the next few months.  Ask God to grant you the desire to serve.  Draw nearer to Him in devotion, prayer, and Scripture reading and ask Him to open your eyes and your heart to people that you can help. He will, for He has great works planned out for you:

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10
Peter joins Paul in encouraging women to not make their beauty be only physical.  

Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel— rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.  1 Peter 3:3-4

Peter is speaking specifically to married women.  If you are married, and someone approached your husband today, would your husband describe your beauty with being characterized by a gentle and quiet spirit?  Are you feeling defensive as you read this description?  This characteristic, which is described as being “of great worth in God’s sight,” is not one valued by our culture.  Spend some time in thought about this, reflecting on how you think you meet this standard of God’s.  This would be a good topic of discussion with your husband.  Remember that this is what God has asked of you – it is a beautiful standard for a woman.  If it does not feel natural to you, spend time in prayer and contemplation.  Seek the counsel of a godly, older woman whose walk with God and marriage you respect.  

Both of the verses we have looked at contrasted the outer adornment with a description of the godly woman’s inward adornment.  The Scripture also invites us to “put on” other characteristics as we walk with God daily.

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Colossians 3:12-14 NIV

These are in the inward qualities that are to define us as followers of Jesus Christ.  These are the character traits that we want hanging in our closet.  The difficulty is, though, unlike regular clothes, we cannot go out and buy these.  Like clothing from long ago, each piece will need to be made by hand and will be valuable.  Imagine in Jesus’ time what it took to make a single piece of wool clothing: the sheep would be sheared, the wool would be washed and prepared, the thread would be spun by hand on a small spindle, the thread would be woven into cloth, the cloth would be cut, and then sewn together by hand.  For each of us to cultivate a heart filled with things like patience and compassion will also be a long process.  We will prick ourselves with the needle many times as we sew together these garments.  

The good news is that we do not need to sew alone, hoping our stitches our straight.  We have the Holy Spirit, indwelling us, to encourage, refine, and grow us in these things.  The list above overlaps with the list of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23:


 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23 NIV

As Shoreline pastors have preached all summer, you grow in these traits by drawing near to Jesus and abiding in Him.  Your life will reveal this fruit as you grow in relationship with Jesus and His nature is glorified in your life.

Peter also encourages us to consistently pursue these beautiful qualities, emphasizing that with faith as our building block, God’s divine power will equip us to add these beautiful “garments” to our closet:

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,  as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,  by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

   
 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.  For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.  2 Peter 1:2-9

Our lives as Christians should be marked by progressive sanctification, as we build on the foundation of our faith.  The further we examine the Scriptures, the more we see similar descriptions of the character qualities of mature Christians.  This should be reassuring, as it means that we have not just lifted a single verse of the Bible and tried to build on it, but that there is a robust picture in Scripture not only of what God would like you to be, but of what you can expect to become if you abide in Jesus.

I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without me you can do nothing.  John 15:5
The verses that we have read are not demands, but promises.

We have seen many beautiful qualities with which to fill our “closet,” but Paul tells us that our closet should also be an armory:

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,  and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;  praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints…  Ephesians 6:10-18
We need to clothe ourselves not just with the beautiful garments which we have studied, but also with the whole armor of God.  We are subjected daily to the wily assaults of Satan and his “spiritual hosts of wickedness.”  Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would also be clothed in similar fashion:

Then the LORD saw it, and it displeased Him 

 That there was no justice. 
 He saw that there was no man, 
 And wondered that there was no intercessor; 
 Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; 
 And His own righteousness, it sustained Him. 
 For He put on righteousness as a breastplate, 
 And a helmet of salvation on His head; 
 He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, 
 And was clad with zeal as a cloak.
Isaiah 59: 15-17
This armor makes sense for us to wear, as Christ wore it first, and it is only possible for us to wear it because He wore if first.

We wear the belt of Truth, because Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6).  He also said, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
We are allowed to wear the breastplate of righteousness, “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

What a beautiful gift is the ability to put on the shoes of the gospel of peace.  Isaiah 52:7 proclaims:

How beautiful upon the mountains 
Are the feet of him who brings good news, 
 Who proclaims peace, 
 Who brings glad tidings of good things,
 Who proclaims salvation, 
 Who says to Zion, 
“ Your God reigns!”
We can boldly carry the shield of faith, and quench Satan’s fiery darts, because Christ’s righteousness has been imputed to us:
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Romans 5:1-2 NIV

We wear the helmet of salvation, because the Lord is our salvation:

I will love You, O LORD, my strength.

The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer;
         My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; 
         My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised;

Psalm 18:1-2
Finally, we are powerful as we wield the Sword of the Spirit, about which is said in Hebrews 4:12:

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Jesus is the truth. His blood purchased our righteous standing before God, the gospel is the good news of Jesus; our faith in Jesus offers us access to our standing in grace, and our salvation is assured through His resurrection. We know all of this from His word, which He has graciously provided to us.
As we look back at all of our “garments,” from kindness and compassion to our shield and helmet, we see that it all comes down to Jesus.  Our ability to put any of these on what used to be our sinful bodies is predicated on Jesus’ work on the cross.  We are clean, and we can wear the beautiful things He designed for those who follow Him.  The more we follow Him, the more we will be clothed with His things.  So cleanse yourselves of all filthiness, seek God in prayer, let His word pierce your soul and spirit, and abide in Jesus—the way, the truth and the light.  May his glory flow out from you, beautiful daughter of Christ, as the world sees a life transformed by the love of God.

