Through A Mirror Dimly

Scripture – God’s Mirror for Our Lives

In 1 Corinthians 13:11-13, the Apostle Paul writes about how our humanity limits our ability to understand God:

When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.

Paul presents our knowledge of God in this lifetime as a dim reflection from a mirror. This description dovetails with his mirror description in 2 Corinthians 3:17-18.

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

A dim reflection suggests that some things about God will not be clear to us or will be hard for us to understand.  What things about God, His Son, our world, the world to come, and salvation feel unclear to you?  Maybe a lot of them! However, we cannot fathom His love and wisdom. We should know that God only allows us to comprehend what we, as humans, can handle, so that we learn to build a faith and trust in Him. 

Spend a few minutes in quiet thought, jotting down whatever comes to mind.  Then spend a few minutes organizing your thoughts and compile a short list of you biggest “Big Questions.”

Although we will eventually have all of our questions answered when we are face to face with God, do you suppose that He wants us to hold all of our questions and inquiry until that day?  Read Colossians 1:9-12:

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;  giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.
Also read Daniel 2:20-23. Daniel is thanking the Lord because through his and his friends’ prayers, The Lord answered their request of interpreting the king’s dream. 

Pursuing knowledge and spiritual understanding will help you to “walk worthy of the Lord.”  Our action cannot earn our salvation, but it does contribute to our sanctification.  If you endeavor to learn more about God and answer your questions, look at what is in store for you according to our verse above – God’s pleasure in you, fruitfulness, joy, God’s strength in us, patience and longsuffering, again with joy.  Paul notes that the more we understand of God, the more we read His word and understand the sin and wrath from which He has saved us, the more thankful we will be to “the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.”  

Therefore, we should not be afraid to seek the answers for our big questions.  In fact, we should pursue them with joy and expectation knowing that the rewards are many.  Are you ready?

Step 1 – Pray

Use the words from Colossians 1:9 that we read, asking God for his wisdom and the ability to understand spiritual things.  Ask Him specifically to give you wisdom and insight regarding your “Big Questions” that you distilled above.  Be honest in your prayer about any doubts or concerns you have. 

Remember the words of James 1:5:

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

Step 2 – Scripture

Scripture is God’s words to us.  In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Paul writes:

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Scriptures should be our primary resource when seeking spiritual knowledge.  Even though we have been talking about Scripture being a dim mirror sometimes, it is because He is only showing us a glimpse because our mortal minds cannot comprehend His immortal love.  Jesus’ brother James writes this, in James 1:23-25:

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;  for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.  But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

As we look to the Bible, remember that Scripture interprets Scripture.  Be careful not to prooftext, that is to take one verse out of context and build your theology around it.  If one passage is difficult for you to understand, look up all the other passages in the Bible that address the topic.  A good concordance will be helpful here.  

Step 3 – Other sources
At this point it may be beneficial to approach your topics with a pastor, your small group leader, or a godly friend or acquaintance.  Seek the counsel of those whose judgment and knowledge of the Scriptures you trust.  If it is a theological issue, seek out someone who has trained and studied in that area.  If it is a practical issue that impacts you as a wife of mother, consider Titus 2 and seek out an older woman (either in age or spiritual maturity) and find out how she has practically applied God’s word in her marriage or in raising her children.

As you listen to the counsel of these men and women, be sure to be like the Bereans (Acts 17:10), who upon hearing the Apostle Paul preach, “received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.”

There may also be a book or books on your topic of interest. A note of caution, though: not all books on the Christian bookshelf at Barnes & Noble or in the Christian bookstore at Amazon.com are actually Christian books or useful for your pursuit of wisdom and knowledge.  This is an area where you need to exercise judgment and discretion, especially if the author is some whose ministry is not familiar to you.  Remember to also double-check their teaching against the Scriptures. The website www.theresurgence.com/recommended_reading has some lists of good Biblically-based books in different categories.

Step 4 – Synthesis

After you have prayed, searched the Scriptures and sought godly counsel, spend some time in thought and consideration.  Have you answered your questions?  If not, you need to continue with the first three steps.  If so, spend some time in contemplation on how to apply your new knowledge to your life.  

What do you need to repent for?

Are there actions, thoughts, utterances that you made in ignorance before you understood God’s heart on this issue for which you need to repent? 

If so, confess your sins to the Lord, ask his forgiveness and give great thanks that “there is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1)

Now that you have looked back, look forward.  Consider these questions:

Where in your life do you need to apply your new knowledge?

Do some things in your life need to change?

Maybe now God has faithfully answered your prayer, but maybe He is not quite ready to answer.  He will increase your wisdom and spiritual understanding on this issue, as you faithfully honor Him in obedience. 

Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

2 Peter 3:17-18 NIV
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