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Dear Moms of Angels,

I hope you are all doing well, as well as we can ever do once again. Of course, this changes from minute to minute, breath to breath and heart beat to heart beat. Only we "chosen" know what our new lives entail on a daily basis. We can all agree that "bittersweet" describes all of our days best.

I want to share with you a great opportunity that I have been blessed with. At one of Katie's fundraisers at her school, I learned of a local mom and her efforts to keep her angel son's memory alive through her foundation called "Be A Hero, Become A Donor". Her name is Gina Cousineau, a grieving mom with a passion to bring HOPE to others and to forever keep her son, Evan, alive in the hearts of others. BAHBAD partners with and advocates for the "Be The Match Registry" to educate, raise awareness and provide opportunities to "recycle" their bodies giving HOPE to others in need.

There are currently about 7,000,000 people already on the Marrow registry. Six thousand of those are from the efforts and commitment of BAHBAD. To date we know of 14 perfect matches and we are determined to keep moving forward with our dream. Our focus is increasing the diverse ethnicity population on the registry as the numbers are unacceptable at this time. 

With each donor drive, I feel that with my experience as one of the "lucky" ones to have a sibling match, I am able to share my heart and passion for this great opportunity to potentially save a life of another. Without that "HOPE" that we all received and clung to, our journeys would have been altered so much sooner. Those precious months we were blessed to have, were a result of transplant. Let's try to focus on the positive of the procedure, we can all share our horror stories, but the bottom line is, it gave us HOPE for cure. HOPE is one of the most important life lines, FAITH being the most, and hopefully continuing beyond the outcome.

Coming up on Thurs. Feb. 4th at Mater dei High School in Santa Ana (6pm to 9pm) we will be hosting our first "Volunteer Training Session". Our partners in our efforts, Donate Life (organ and tissue, pink dot on drivers license), American Red Cross (blood donations) and Be The Match Registry (marrow) will be there to educate and train on their specific roles. Together we will work hand in hand to make a difference in the lives of those in need. 

Personally, for me, nothing brings greater peace and joy than knowing that by volunteering my time, my experience and sharing the life of my precious Katie, that it will potentially one day save the life of another human being. Is there any greater reward than that? 

So, I am reaching out to each of you and asking for your support as those who have been touched in the most profound of ways. We need volunteers, we need ambassadors, we need more angel moms to dedicate some time to honoring their amazing children by hosting donor drives in their honor. I know Katie is so proud of me for continuing her love for others and using her life to give HOPE. 

Please search your heart, and get in touch with me for more info. It's easy, it's rewarding, it's a way to give forward and always have your child's life continue on in the lives of others in need by giving them the ultimate gift of HOPE.

My love to each of you and thank you for taking the time to consider becoming involved in our efforts, our children will forever be our driving force to make a difference.
Love,

Carolyn (Angel Katie's mom)
