Bread of Life Ministries
www.bolrescue.org 

BOL Ministries is located in Oceanside, right off the 5 freeway. Steve Bassett is the Director/Pastor and he and his wife, Raylene, do most of the coordinating of the various aspects of the ministry.  Becoming involved is pretty easy.  The recommendation is for groups and individuals to commit to come once and try it out.  Then, if the Lord puts it on your heart, pray about committing on a regular basis.  A “regular basis” can mean once a month, once a quarter, twice a year, however you sense the Lord leading.  

Some groups that help are churches, home fellowships, or groups of friends.  Before a team’s scheduled night, the team leader usually sends out an email and members of the team then figure out what they can bring.  They put it all together like a potluck, everyone arriving around 5:30 at the shelter – to serve dinner at 6pm.  They are usually done and cleaned up by 6:45.  Depending on the time of year, and weather, they serve usually 80 to 150 people.  Right now, it is about 110 people per night.

Teams try to plan easy meals – some even do cheap pizzas.  Try not to have too many crunchy things or corn on the cob, because many of the homeless have dental issues that make eating those things difficult.

Right now, there are a lot of nights on the calendar where we don’t have teams scheduled at all.  We would love to have a group come and bring food and serve one of those nights.  Maybe this is something that your group could pray about?  DeIna Senik of ‘the shoreline’ church (deina.senik@gmail.com) has a lot of experience, and there will also be a supervisor to help. It’s really not very complicated.  One of the group members or leaders could give the 10-minute message (or sing a few songs) at about 5:50pm.  If not, Pastor Steve or one of the staff will cover that for you. Our volunteers go through the buffet line making up trays and taking the trays out to the guests in the dining room.  We bring back the tray (and their ticket), and get in line again until everyone is served.  When dinner is over, there are sack lunches made up in one of the fridges and we pass those out, then give out any leftovers from dinner, and clean up.  We include whole families, even kids.  We just ask the kids to stay with a parent, or teen volunteer when they are serving trays. 

If putting together a team isn’t something you feel you can do right now, maybe you could pray about doing a canned food or supplies drive.  With the winter overnight shelter getting ready to open after Thanksgiving, we are in need of a lot of supplies (see list below).  Around the holidays we like to be able to make up boxes of food for needy families, but it takes a lot of supplies, so we are hoping that we will receive donations from several fellowships.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, or call Steve or Raylene Bassett (all of their info is on the website).


Blessings, 

Esther DeWitt
esther@esthercarmel.com
 
 
 
December’s Open Dates
Tuesday 22, Thursday 24, Christmas, Saturday 26 
 
January’s Open Dates
Saturdays 9,16,23,30 
Sunday 31 needs food, servers, worship, message
 
Food/Supplies Drive 
Pasta, chili, soup, cereal, tuna or chicken canned, pasta sauce, canned fruit, ground coffee, dry creamer, sugar, socks, underwear, pillows, blankets, diapers, paper goods (paper towels, napkins, cleaning supplies, Styrofoam plates, and plastic silverware)
